
    The movie “Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room” is very apprehensive to watch. It shows the gloomy reflection of the company and the society. Unethical behaviors are mainly experienced when people are dealing with money and power. In this movie, Jeffrey Skilling has been influenced by money and power and end up acting unethically. Also, people are faced with ethical dilemmas when there are relating with other colleagues such as workmates or colleague.

    In the movie, Sherron Watkins was facing an ethical dilemma when she wrote her memo to Ken Lay. In that situation, the right thing was to let the investors know the truth and the company’s actual financial statement. This is because as an investor you have the right to know how your money is being spend so as to determine your worth. However, as an employee it is right to be loyal to the company and the company because she should protect the properties of the company as a company’s employee. This is the ethical dilemma that Sherron Watkins was facing, which both decisions seem right to do.

    In fact, I think Sherron Watkins did do the right thing. When ethical dilemma occurs, people should identify the benefits and risks for both decisions. In this case, if Watkins encourage Lay to tell the truth, and if Lay did, the company will be high risk fall into a very bad situation, but at least earn back a few trust from the investors by being honest in the end, and that may help them rebuild the company, but it will take a very long time to do that. On the other hand, if Watkins decides to be silent, then Enron may be able to keep their secret. But according to the bad news happen to Enron at that time, the investors will find out that Enron’s financial statement is all fake eventually. By that time, Enron will not have any chance to survive. Like Watkins mentions in the movie, “When they do survive is when they come clean, not explode from the outside.” (Watkins)

    The Enron scandal is not a one person job, it involves many different players, includes the bank, government, executive, etc. Dan Ariely mentions that if people see an in-group member cheat, then they feel more proper to cheat, (Ariely) and this is what happens in Enron. When the executive cheat, everyone else follows.
In conclusion, every person has been faced by an ethical dilemma at a point in their life. Such a situation requires one to make a decision that is right according to his moral standards. The pros of the decision should outweigh the cons. However, once the decision is made a person should take responsibility for the consequences. People have varied reasons for cheating but everyone cheats at one point. The primary objective should be minimizing the level of cheating.

